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EXHIBIT A 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
BUSINESS ASSOCIATE AGREEMENT 

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) Compliance 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Human Services 
(Covered Entity) and the Contractor (Business Associate), intend to protect the privacy and 
security of certain Protected Health Information (PHI) to which Business Associate may have 
access in order to provide goods or services to or on behalf of Covered Entity, in accordance with 
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, as amended, Pub. L. No. 104-
191 (HIPAA), the Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health (HITECH) 
Act, as amended, Title XIII of Division A and Title IV of Division B of the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), as amended, Pub. L. No. 111-5 (Feb. 17, 2009) and related 
regulations, the HIPAA Privacy Rule (Privacy Rule), 45 C.F.R. Parts 160 and 164, as amended, 
the HIPAA Security Rule (Security Rule), 45 C.F.R. Parts 160, 162 and 164), as amended, 42 
C.F.R. §§ 431.301—431.302, 42 C.F.R. Part 2, 45 C.F.R. § 205.50, 42 U.S.C. § 602(a)(1)(A)(iv),
42 U.S.C. § 1396a(a)(7), 35 P.S. § 7607, 50 Pa. C.S. § 7111, 71 P.S. § 1690.108(c), 62 P.S. § 404,
55 Pa. Code Chapter 105, 55 Pa. Code Chapter 5100, the Pennsylvania Breach of Personal
Information Notification Act, Act of December 22, 2005, P.L. 474, No. 94, as amended, 73 P.S.
§§ 2301—2329, and other relevant laws, including subsequently adopted provisions applicable to
use and disclosure of confidential information, and applicable agency guidance; and

WHEREAS, Business Associate may receive PHI from Covered Entity, or may create or 
obtain PHI from other parties for use on behalf of Covered Entity, which PHI may be handled, 
used or disclosed only in accordance with this Business Associate Agreement (BAA), the 
Underlying Agreement and the standards established by HIPAA, the HITECH Act and related 
regulations, and other applicable laws and agency guidance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, Covered Entity and Business Associate agree as follows: 

1. Definitions.

(a) “Business Associate” shall have the meaning given to such term under HIPAA, the
HITECH Act and related regulations, the Privacy Rule, the Security Rule and
agency guidance.

(b) “Business Associate Agreement” or “BAA” shall mean this Agreement.

(c) “Covered Entity” shall have the meaning given to such term under HIPAA, the
HITECH Act and related regulations, the Privacy Rule, the Security Rule and
agency guidance.

(d) “HIPAA” shall mean the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of
1996, as amended, Pub. L. No. 104-191.

https://www.oa.pa.gov/Policies/Documents/itp_sft000.pdf?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&node=pt45.1.160&rgn=div5
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&node=pt45.1.164&rgn=div5
https://govt.westlaw.com/pac/Document/N26B12250342811DA8A989F4EECDB8638?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&node=pt45.1.160&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&node=pt45.1.162&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&node=pt45.1.164&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&node=se42.4.431_1301&rgn=div8
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&node=se42.4.431_1302&rgn=div8
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title42/42cfr2_main_02.tpl
https://www.oa.pa.gov/Policies/Documents/itp_sec025.pdf?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&node=pt45.2.205&rgn=div5#se45.2.205_150
https://www.pacode.com/secure/data/055/chapter105/chap105toc.html
https://www.pacode.com/secure/data/055/chapter5100/chap5100toc.html
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=2005&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=0094.
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=2005&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=0094.
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(e) “HITECH Act” shall mean the Health Information Technology for Economic and 
Clinical Health (HITECH) Act, as amended, Title XIII of Division A and Title IV 
of Division B of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), 
Pub. L. No. 111-5 (Feb. 17, 2009).

(f) “Privacy Rule” shall mean the standards for privacy of individually identifiable 
health information in 45 C.F.R. Parts 160 and 164, as amended, and related agency 
guidance.

(g) “Protected Health Information” or “PHI” shall have the meaning given to such 
term under HIPAA, the HITECH Act and related regulations, the Privacy Rule, the 
Security Rule (all as amended) and agency guidance. PHI also includes all 
information that can be used to identify a current or former applicant or recipient 
of benefits or services of Covered Entity or Covered Entity’s contractors or 
business associates.

(h) “Security Rule” shall mean the security standards in 45 C.F.R. Parts 160, 162 and 
164, as amended, and related agency guidance.

(i) “Underlying Agreement” shall mean the contract between Covered Entity and 
Business Associate resulting from IFB 6100064703 and any purchase orders 
issued pursuant to the contract.

(j) “Unsecured PHI” shall mean PHI that is not secured through the use of a 
technology or methodology as specified in HITECH Act regulations, as amended, 
and agency guidance or as otherwise defined in the HITECH Act, as amended.

2. Changes in Law.

Business Associate agrees that it will comply with any changes in the HIPAA Rules by the
compliance date established by any such changes and will provide the Covered Entity with
written certification of such compliance.

3. Stated Purposes for Which Business Associate May Use or Disclose PHI.

Except as otherwise limited in this BAA, Business Associate shall be permitted to use or
disclose PHI provided by or obtained by or obtained on behalf of Covered Entity to perform
those functions, activities, or services for, or on behalf of, Covered Entity which are
specified in Appendix A to this BAA, provided that such use or disclosure would not
violate the HIPAA Rules if done by Covered Entity.  Business Associate agrees to make
uses, disclosures and requests for PHI consistent with Covered Entity’s minimum
necessary policies and procedures.

NO OTHER DISCLOSURES OF PHI OR OTHER INFORMATION ARE
PERMITTED.

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&node=pt45.1.160&rgn=div5
https://www.ogc.pa.gov/Services%20to%20Agencies/Mediation%20Procedures/Pages/default.aspx?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&node=pt45.1.164&rgn=div5
https://www.oa.pa.gov/Policies/Documents/itp_sym003.pdf?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&node=pt45.1.160&rgn=div5
https://govt.westlaw.com/pac/Document/NC8C8E770343D11DA8A989F4EECDB8638?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&node=pt45.1.162&rgn=div5
https://govt.westlaw.com/pac/Document/NAEB8FB70344411DA8A989F4EECDB8638?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&node=pt45.1.164&rgn=div5
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4. Additional Purposes for Which Business Associate May Use or Disclose Information. 
 

Business Associate shall not use or disclose PHI provided by, or created or obtained on 
behalf of, Covered Entity for any other purposes.  Business Associate shall not use PHI to 
de-identify the information in accordance with 45 CFR § 164.514 (a)—(c) without the 
Covered Entity’s express written authorization(s).  Business Associate may use PHI for the 
proper management and administration of the Business Associate or to carry out the legal 
responsibilities of the Business Associate. 

 
5. Business Associate Obligations. 
 

(a) Limits on Use and Further Disclosure Established by Business Associate 
Agreement and Law.  Business Associate hereby agrees that the PHI provided by, 
or created or obtained on behalf of, Covered Entity shall not be further used or 
disclosed other than as permitted or required by BAA or as required by law. 

 
(b) Appropriate Safeguards.  Business Associate shall establish and maintain 

appropriate safeguards to prevent any use or disclosure of PHI other than as 
provided for by this BAA that reasonably and appropriately protects the 
confidentiality, integrity, and availability of the PHI that is created, received, 
maintained, or transmitted on behalf of the Covered Entity as required by Subpart 
C of 45 CFR Part 164.  Appropriate safeguards shall include but are not limited to 
implementing: 

 
 administrative safeguards required by 45 CFR § 164.308; 

 
 physical safeguards as required by 45 CFR § 164.310; 

 
 technical safeguards as required by 45 CFR § 164.312; and 

 
 policies and procedures and document requirements as required by 45 CFR 

§ 164.316. 
 

(c) Training and Guidance.  Business Associate shall provide annual training to 
relevant contractors, Subcontractors, employees, agents and representatives on how 
to prevent the improper use or disclosure of PHI.  Business Associate shall also 
comply with annual guidance on the most effective and appropriate technical 
safeguards issued by the Secretary of Health and Human Services. 

 
(d) Reports of Improper Use or Disclosure or Breach.  Business Associate hereby 

agrees that it shall notify the Covered Entity’s Chief Security Officer and the 
Covered Entity’s Legal Office within two days of discovery of any use or 
disclosure of PHI not provided for or allowed by this BAA, including breaches of 
unsecured PHI as required by 45 CFR § 164.410.  Such notification shall be written 
and shall include the identification of each individual whose unsecured PHI has 
been, or is reasonably believed by the Business Associate to have been, accessed, 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?gp=1&SID=ac25d6365abb5c1f415493bc596abfbe&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se45.1.164_1514
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=97917870398cdc7419bfd002721218ba&mc=true&n=pt45.1.164&r=PART&ty=HTML#sp45.1.164.c
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=97917870398cdc7419bfd002721218ba&mc=true&n=pt45.1.164&r=PART&ty=HTML#sp45.1.164.c
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=764c9c14bdaf17d5221f37badb55b703&mc=true&node=pt45.1.164&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=2c951fd576164f8e71f4eced1d9ff952&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se45.1.164_1308
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=2c951fd576164f8e71f4eced1d9ff952&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se45.1.164_1310
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=2c951fd576164f8e71f4eced1d9ff952&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se45.1.164_1312
https://www.ogc.pa.gov/Services%20to%20Agencies/Mediation%20Procedures/Pages/default.aspx?gp=1&SID=2c951fd576164f8e71f4eced1d9ff952&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se45.1.164_1316
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?gp=1&SID=2c951fd576164f8e71f4eced1d9ff952&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se45.1.164_1410
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acquired, or disclosed during the improper use or disclosure or Breach.  Business 
Associate shall furnish Covered Entity with any other available information that 
Covered Entity is required to include in its notification to individuals under 45 CFR 
§ 164.404(c) at the time of Business Associate’s notification to Covered Entity or 
promptly thereafter as such information becomes available.  An improper use or 
disclosure or Breach shall be treated as discovered by the Business Associate on 
the first day on which it is known to the Business Associate (including any person, 
other than the individual committing the breach, that is an employee, officer, or 
other agent of the Business Associate) or should reasonably have been known to 
the Business Associate to have occurred. 

 
(e) Business Associate agrees that if any of its employees, agents, contractors, 

subcontractors or representatives use or disclose PHI received from, or created or 
received on behalf of, Covered Entity, or any derivative de-identified information, 
Business Associate shall ensure that such employees, agents, contractors, 
subcontractors and representatives shall receive training on Business Associate’s 
procedure for compliance with the HIPAA Rules.  Business Associate Agrees that 
if any of its employees, agents, contractors, subcontractors or representatives use 
or disclose PHI received from, or created or received on behalf of, Covered Entity, 
or any derivative de-identified information in a manner not provided for in this 
BAA, Business Associate shall ensure that such employees, agents, contractors, 
subcontractors and representatives are sanctioned or prevented from accessing any 
PHI Business Associate receives from, or creates or receives on behalf of Covered 
Entity.  Use or disclosure of PHI in a manner contrary to the terms of this BAA 
shall constitute a material breach of the Underlying Agreement. 

 
(f) Contractors, Subcontractors, Agents and Representatives.  In accordance with 

45 CFR § 164.502(e)(1)(ii) and 45 CFR § 164.308(b)(2), if applicable, ensure that 
any contractors, subcontractors, agents and representatives that create, receive, 
maintain, or transmit PHI on behalf of the Business Associate agree to the same 
restrictions, conditions, and requirements that apply to the Business Associate with 
respect to such information.  The existence of any contractors, subcontractors, 
agents and representatives shall not change the obligations of Business Associate 
to the Covered Entity under this BAA. 

 
(g) Reports of Security Incidents.  Business Associate hereby agrees that it shall 

notify, in writing, the Department’s Chief Security Officer within two days of 
discovery of any Security Incident at the time of Business Associate’s notification 
to Covered Entity or promptly thereafter as such information becomes available. 

 
(h) Right of Access to PHI.  Business Associate hereby agrees to allow an individual 

who is the subject of PHI maintained in a designated record set, to have access to 
and copy that individual’s PHI within five business days of receiving a written 
request from the Covered Entity or an authorized individual in accordance with the 
HIPAA Rules.  Business Associate shall provide PHI in the format requested, 
unless it cannot readily be produced in such format, in which case it shall be 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?gp=1&SID=2c951fd576164f8e71f4eced1d9ff952&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se45.1.164_1404
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?gp=1&SID=2c951fd576164f8e71f4eced1d9ff952&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se45.1.164_1502
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=392f70b7e0555b1f527c3f598ac23189&mc=true&node=se45.1.164_1308&rgn=div8
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provided in standard hard copy.  If any individual requests from Business Associate 
or its contractors, subcontractors, agents or representatives, access to PHI, Business 
Associate shall notify Covered Entity of same within five business days.  Business 
Associate shall further conform with and meet all of the requirements of 45 CFR § 
164.524. 

 
(i) Amendment and Incorporation of Amendments.  Within five business days of 

receiving a request from Covered Entity or from the individual for an amendment 
of PHI maintained in a designated record set, Business Associate shall make the 
PHI available to the Covered Entity and incorporate the amendment to enable 
Covered Entity to comply with 45 CFR § 164.526.  If any individual requests an 
amendment from Business Associate or its contractors, subcontractors, agents or 
representatives, Business Associate shall notify Covered Entity of same within five 
business days. 

 
(j) Provide Accounting of Disclosures.  Business Associate agrees to maintain a 

record of all disclosures of PHI in accordance with 45 CFR § 164.528.  Such records 
shall include, for each disclosure, the date of the disclosure, the name and address 
of the recipient of the PHI, a description of the PHI disclosed, the name of the 
individual who is the subject of the PHI disclosed, the purpose of the disclosure, 
and shall include disclosures made on or after the date which is six years prior to 
the request.  Business Associate shall make such record available to the individual 
or the Covered Entity within 10 business days of a request for an accounting of 
disclosures and in accordance with 45 CFR § 164.528. 

(k) Requests for Restriction. Business Associate shall comply with requests for 
restrictions on disclosures of PHI about an individual if the disclosure is to a health 
plan for purposes of carrying out payment or health care operations (and is not for 
treatment purposes), and the PHI pertains solely to a health care item or service for 
which the service involved was paid in full out-of-pocket. For other requests for 
restriction, Business Associate shall otherwise comply with the Privacy Rules, as 
amended, and other applicable statutory and regulatory requirements and agency 
guidance. 
 

(l) Access to Books and Records.  Business Associate hereby agrees to make its 
internal practices, books, and records relating to the use or disclosure of PHI 
received from, created or received by Business Associate on behalf of the Covered 
Entity, available to the Covered Entity and the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services or designee for purposes of determining compliance with the HIPAA 
Rules. 

 
(m) Return or Destruction of PHI.  At termination of this BAA, Business Associate 

hereby agrees to return or destroy all PHI provided by or obtained on behalf of 
Covered Entity.  Business Associate agrees not to retain any copies of the PHI after 
termination of this BAA.  If return or destruction of the PHI is not feasible, Business 
Associate agrees to extend the protections of this BAA to limit any further use or 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?gp=1&SID=2c951fd576164f8e71f4eced1d9ff952&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se45.1.164_1524
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?gp=1&SID=2c951fd576164f8e71f4eced1d9ff952&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se45.1.164_1526
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=db5ac25ea38ee9df4427adb4994fc974&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se45.1.164_1528
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=db5ac25ea38ee9df4427adb4994fc974&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se45.1.164_1528
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disclosure until such time as the PHI may be returned or destroyed.  If Business 
Associate elects to destroy the PHI, it shall certify to Covered Entity that the PHI 
has been destroyed. 

 
(n) Maintenance of PHI.  Notwithstanding subsection 5(m) of this BAA, Business 

Associate and its contractors, subcontractors, agents and representatives shall retain 
all PHI throughout the term of the Underlying Agreement and shall continue to 
maintain the information required under subsection 5(j) of this BAA for a period of 
six years after termination of the Underlying Agreement, unless Covered Entity 
and Business Associate agree otherwise. 

 
(o) Mitigation Procedures.  Business Associate agrees to establish and to provide to 

Covered Entity upon request, procedures for mitigating, to the maximum extent 
practicable, any harmful effect from the use or disclosure of PHI in a manner 
contrary to this BAA or the HIPAA Rules.  Business Associate further agrees to 
mitigate any harmful effect that is known to Business Associate of a use or 
disclosure of PHI by Business Associate in violation of this BAA or the Privacy 
Rule. 

 
(p) Sanction Procedures.  Business Associate agrees that it shall develop and 

implement a system of sanctions for any contractor, Subcontractor, employee, 
agent and representative who violates this BAA or the HIPAA Rules. 

 
(q) Application of Civil and Criminal Penalties.  All Civil and Criminal Penalties 

under the HIPAA Rules shall apply to Business Associate’s violation of any 
provision contained in the HIPAA Rules. 

 
(r) Breach Notification.  Business Associate shall comply with the Breach 

notification requirements of 45 CFR Part 164.  In the event of a Breach requiring 
indemnification in accordance with subsection 5(w), below, Covered Entity may 
elect to directly comply with Breach notification requirements or require Business 
Associate to comply with all Breach notifications requirements of 45 CFR Part 164 
on behalf of Covered Entity.  If Covered Entity requires Business Associate to 
comply with Breach notification requirements, Business Associate shall provide 
Covered Entity with a detailed weekly, written report, starting one week following 
discovery of the Breach.  The report shall include, at a minimum, Business 
Associate’s progress regarding Breach notification and mitigation of the Breach.  If 
Covered Entity elects to directly meet the requirements of 45 CFR Part 164, 
Business Associate shall be financially responsible to Covered Entity for all 
resulting costs and fees incurred by Covered Entity, including, but not limited to, 
labor, materials, or supplies.  Covered Entity may at its sole option: 

 
 Offset amounts otherwise due and payable to Business Associate under the 

Underlying Agreement; or 
 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=764c9c14bdaf17d5221f37badb55b703&mc=true&node=pt45.1.164&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=764c9c14bdaf17d5221f37badb55b703&mc=true&node=pt45.1.164&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=764c9c14bdaf17d5221f37badb55b703&mc=true&node=pt45.1.164&rgn=div5
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 Seek reimbursement of or direct payment to a third party of Covered 
Entity’s costs and fees incurred under this subsection. 

 
Business Associate shall make payment to Covered Entity (or a third party as 
applicable) within 30 days from the date of Covered Entity’s written notice to 
Business Associate. 

 
(s) Grounds for Breach.  Any non-compliance by Business Associate with this BAA 

or the HIPAA Rules will automatically be considered to be a breach of the 
Underlying Agreement. 

 
(t) Termination by Commonwealth.  Business Associate authorizes termination of 

this BAA or Underlying Agreement by the Commonwealth if the Commonwealth 
determines, in its sole discretion that the Business Associate has violated a material 
term of this BAA. 

 
(u) Failure to Perform Obligations.  In the event Business Associate including its 

contractors, Subcontractors, agents and representatives fails, to perform its 
obligations under this BAA, Covered Entity may immediately discontinue 
providing PHI to Business Associate.  Covered Entity may also, at its option, 
require Business Associate to submit to a plan of compliance, including monitoring 
by Covered Entity and reporting by Business Associate, as Covered Entity in its 
sole discretion determines to be necessary to maintain compliance with this BAA 
and applicable law. 

 
(v) Privacy Practices.  The Covered Entity will provide, and Business Associate shall 

immediately begin using and/or distributing to clients, any applicable form, 
including but not limited to, any form used for Notice of Privacy Practices, 
Accounting for Disclosures, or Authorization, upon the effective date of this BAA, 
or as otherwise designated by the Program or Covered Entity.  The Covered Entity 
retains the right to change the applicable privacy practices, documents and forms.  
The Business Associate shall implement changes as soon as practicable, but not 
later than 45 days from the date of notice of the change. 

 
(w) Indemnification.  Business Associate shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless 

Covered Entity from and all claims and actions, whether in law or equity, resulting 
from Business Associate’s Breach or other violation of the HIPAA Rules (this 
includes but is not limited to Breach and violations by Business Associate’s 
contractors, subcontractors, employees, agents and representatives).  Additionally, 
Business Associate shall reimburse Covered Entity for any civil monetary penalties 
imposed on Covered Entity as a result of a Breach or violation cognizable under 
this subsection 5(w). 
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6. Obligations of Covered Entity. 
 

(a) Provision of Notice of Privacy Practices.  Covered Entity shall provide Business 
Associate with the notice of privacy practices that the Covered Entity produces in 
accordance with 45 CFR § 164.520 (Appendix A to this BAA), as well as changes 
to such notice. 

 
(b) Permissions.  Covered Entity shall provide Business Associate with any changes 

in, or revocation of, permission by individual to use or disclose PHI of which 
Covered Entity is aware, if such changes affect Business Associate’s permitted or 
required uses and disclosures. 

 
(c) Restrictions.  Covered Entity shall notify Business Associate of any restriction to 

the use or disclosure of PHI that the Covered Entity has agreed to in accordance 
with 45 CFR § 164.522 to the extent that such restriction may affect Business 
Associate’s use or disclosure of PHI. 

 
7. Survival. 
 

The requirements, rights and obligations created by this BAA shall survive the termination 
of the Underlying Agreement. 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=2c951fd576164f8e71f4eced1d9ff952&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se45.1.164_1520
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?gp=1&SID=2c951fd576164f8e71f4eced1d9ff952&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se45.1.164_1522
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Appendix A to Exhibit A, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Business Associate Agreement 

 
Permitted Purposes for the Creation, Receipt, Maintenance, Transmission, Use and/or 

Disclosure of Protected Health Information 
 
 
1. Purpose of Disclosure of PHI to Business Associate:  To allow Business Associate to meet 

the requirements of the Underlying Agreement. 
 
2. Information to be disclosed to Business Associate:  Information necessary to perform the 

tasks and requirements set forth in the Underlying Agreement. 
 
3. Use Shall Effectuate Purpose of Underlying Agreement:  Business Associate may use and 

disclose PHI to the extent contemplated by the Underlying Agreement, and as permitted 
by law with Commonwealth approval. 
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	38. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY.
	(iv) for damage to real property or tangible personal property for which the Contractor is legally liable;
	(v) under Section 42, Patent, Copyright, Trademark and Trade Secret Protection;
	(vi) under Section 33, Data Breach or Loss; or

	39. INDEMNIFICATION.
	40. SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY.
	41. VIRUS, MALICIOUS, MISCHIEVOUS OR DESTRUCTIVE PROGRAMMING.
	42. PATENT, COPYRIGHT, TRADEMARK AND TRADE SECRET PROTECTION.
	(ii) any license fee less an amount for the period of usage of any software; and
	(iii) the prorated portion of any service fees representing the time remaining in any period of service for which payment was made.
	(i) modification of any product, service, or deliverable provided by the Commonwealth;
	(ii) any material provided by the Commonwealth to the Contractor and incorporated into, or used to prepare, a product, service, or deliverable;
	(iii) use of the product, service, or deliverable in other than its specified operating environment;
	(iv) the combination, operation, or use of the product, service, or deliverable with other products, services, or deliverables not provided by the Contractor as a system or the combination, operation, or use of the product, service, or deliverable, wi...
	(v) infringement of a non-Contractor product alone;
	(vi) the Commonwealth’s distribution, marketing or use beyond the scope contemplated by the Contract; or
	(vii) the Commonwealth’s failure to use corrections or enhancements made available to the Commonwealth by the Contractor at no charge.

	43. CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION.
	44. USE OF CONTRACTOR AND THIRD PARTY PROPERTY.
	(i) “Contractor Property” refers to Contractor-owned tangible and intangible property.
	(ii) “Third Party” refers to a party that licenses its property to Contractor for use under this Contract.
	(iii) If the Third Party requires a separate license agreement, the license terms shall be acceptable to the Commonwealth and will be separately negotiated and executed between the Commonwealth and the Third Party.
	(iv) If the use or integration of the Third Party Property is not approved in writing under this section, the Third Party Property shall be deemed to be licensed under paragraph (b)(i) above.
	(v) If the Contract expires or is terminated for default pursuant to subsection 28(c) before the Contract requirements are complete, all rights are granted for a duration and for purposes necessary to facilitate Commonwealth’s or a Commonwealth-approv...
	(vi) Where third party users are reasonably anticipated by the Contract, all users are granted the right to access and use Contractor Property for the purposes of and within the scope indicated in the Contract.

	45. USE OF COMMONWEALTH PROPERTY.
	46. OWNERSHIP OF DEVELOPED WORKS.
	47. SOURCE CODE AND ESCROW ITEMS OBLIGATIONS.
	48. CONTRACTOR HOSTED SECURITY, LOCATION, STATUS AND DISPOSITION OF DATA.
	49. PUBLICATION RIGHTS AND/OR COPYRIGHTS.
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	52. COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS.
	(i) Ensure that such Services or Supplies will be in full compliance with such laws, regulations and policies; and
	(ii) Modify the rates applicable to such Services or Supplies, unless otherwise indicated in the Solicitation.

	53. AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT.
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	56. AGENCY-SPECIFIC SENSITIVE AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMONWEALTH DATA (IF APPLICABLE).
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	64. LIQUIDATED DAMAGES.
	65. SERVICE LEVELS.
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	74. WORKER PROTECTION AND INVESTMENT.
	75. SURVIVAL.
	1. Definitions.
	EXHIBIT B
	Requirements for Non-Commonwealth Hosted Applications/Services
	A. Hosting Requirements
	1. The Contractor shall supply and maintain all hosting equipment (hardware and software) required for the delivery of the computing services.
	2. The Contractor shall provide secure access to users leveraging the principle of least privilege and delegating administration to the Commonwealth where possible.
	3. The Contractor shall use commercially reasonable resources and efforts to maintain adequate network bandwidth and server capacity to meet expected service levels.
	4. The Contractor shall maintain all components of the Contractor hosted solution with commercially reasonable support and replace as necessary to maintain compliance.
	5. The Contractor shall monitor, prevent, and deter unauthorized system access.  The Contractor shall use all commercially reasonable methods to confirm suspected breaches.  In the event of any impermissible disclosure, unauthorized loss or destructio...
	6. In the event the Contractor is not in compliance with Section B System and Organization Controls (SOC) Reporting Requirements relating to the hosted system’s data center locations and security architecture, the Contractor shall allow the Commonweal...
	7. The Contractor’s employees or subcontractors, who are directly responsible for day-to-day monitoring and maintenance of the hosted system, shall have industry standard certifications applicable to the environment and system architecture used.
	8. The Contractor shall house all servers and equipment in an operational environment that meets industry standards including, but not limited to, climate control, fire and security hazard detection and response, electrical needs, and physical security.
	9. The Contractor shall examine applicable system and error logs, which should include, but not be limited to, security events.  Such logs shall be examined on a continual basis, at least daily, to minimize and predict system problems and initiate app...
	10. The Contractor shall update and patch all applicable systems and third-party software security configurations to reduce security risk in alignment with industry best practices beginning prior to service release and on an ongoing basis.
	11. During the term of the contract, the Contractor shall provide or make available all Commonwealth data to the Commonwealth, at no cost and upon request in a format and method agreeable to both parties.  If the parties are unable to reach an agreeme...
	B. System and Organization Controls (SOC) Reporting Requirements
	1. Subject to this section and unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Commonwealth, the Contractor shall, and shall require its subcontractors to, engage, on an annual basis, a CPA certified third-party auditing firm to conduct the following, as...
	(i) a SOC 1 Type II report with respect to controls used by the Contractor relevant to internal and external procedures and systems that process Commonwealth financial transactions; and
	(ii) a SOC 2 Type II report with respect to controls used by the Contractor relevant to internal and external procedures and systems that access, process, host or contain Commonwealth Data designated as Class “C” Classified Records or Closed Records, ...
	2. Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Commonwealth, the Contractor’s SOC Report(s) shall be provided upon contract execution and annually thereafter.  While it is preferable that SOC Reports coincide with Pennsylvania’s fiscal year (July 1 t...
	3. SOC 2 Type II reports shall address the following:
	(i) Security of Information and Systems;
	(ii) Availability of Information and Systems;
	(iii) Processing Integrity;
	(iv) Confidentiality; and
	(v) Privacy.
	4. At the request of the Commonwealth and at Contractor’s expense, the Contractor shall, and shall require its subcontractors, as applicable, to complete a SOC for Cybersecurity audit in the event:
	(i) Reoccurring findings in any SOC report required by subsection 1 above; or
	(ii) A cybersecurity incident or breach that impacts the Commonwealth has occurred and was not handled in accordance with Contractor’s Incident Response Plan (IRP) including, but not limited to, providing timely notice to the Commonwealth as required ...
	(iii) As agreed upon by the parties.
	5. Additional standards, certifications or audits as required by law shall be supported by Contractor as mutually agreed upon in writing by the parties.
	6. The Contractor shall adhere to the then current American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) audit standards.  The Contractor acknowledges that the AICPA guidance may be updated during the Term of this Contract, and the Contractor sha...
	7. In the event an audit reveals any non-conformity within Contractor’s SOC Reports, the Contractor shall provide the Commonwealth, within 45 days of the issuance of the SOC report, a documented corrective action plan that addresses each non-conformit...
	(i) clear responsibilities of the personnel designated to resolve the non- conformity;
	(ii) the remedial action to be taken by the Contractor or its subcontractor(s);
	(iii) the dates when each remedial action is to be implemented; and
	(iv) a summary of potential risks or impacts to the Commonwealth that are associated with the non-conformity(ies).
	8. The Commonwealth may in its sole discretion agree, in writing, to accept alternative security report in lieu of a SOC report.
	C. Security Requirements
	1. The Contractor shall conduct a third-party independent security/vulnerability assessment at its own expense no less frequently than on an annual basis.
	3. The Contractor shall remediate any security/vulnerability assessment findings to align with the industry standards.
	4. The Contractor shall use industry best practices to protect access to the system with a firewall and firewall rules to prevent access by non-authorized users and block all improper and unauthorized access attempts.
	5. The Contractor shall use industry best practices to secure access to public web interfaces, which shall include, but is not limited to, web application firewall (WAF) for services that handle non-public Commonwealth records.
	6. The Contractor shall use industry best practices to provide applicable system intrusion detection and prevention in order to detect intrusions in a timely manner.
	7. The Contractor shall use industry best practices, such as those outlined in NIST 800-83, to provide appropriate exploit and malware controls, on all servers, endpoints, and network components.
	9. The Contractor shall provide the services using security technologies and techniques in accordance with industry best practices including, but not limited to, the prevention and detection of intrusions, and any other inappropriate use or access of ...
	10. The Contractor shall provide the Commonwealth with access to audit logs with respect to the services being provided to the Commonwealth within 24 hours of a written request from the Commonwealth’s Enterprise Information Security Office.
	D. Data Protection
	1. The Contractor shall only host, handle, and process data in physical locations within CONUS.
	2. The Contractor shall use industry best practices to protect their operational systems with applicable anti-virus, intrusion protection, incident response monitoring and reporting, network firewalls, application firewalls, and employ system and appl...
	3. The Contractor shall be solely responsible for applicable data storage required.
	4. The Contractor shall encrypt all Commonwealth data in transit and at rest.  The Contractor's method of data encryption shall meet or exceed National Institute Standards and Technology (NIST) encryption guidelines and standards in alignment with Com...
	5. The Contractor shall take all commercially viable and appropriate measures to protect the data availability including, but not limited to, real-time replication, traditional backup, and/or georedundant storage of Commonwealth data in accordance wit...
	6. The Contractor shall have appropriate controls in place to protect critical or sensitive data and shall employ stringent policies, procedures, to protect that data particularly in instances where such critical or sensitive data may be stored on a C...
	7. The Contractor shall utilize a secured backup solution to prevent loss of data.  Stored backups must be kept in an all-hazards protective storage environment at the primary location and any additional locations where the data is being maintained.  ...
	E. Adherence to Policy
	1. The Contractor support and problem resolution solution shall provide a means to classify problems as to criticality and impact and with appropriate resolution procedures and escalation process for classification of each problem.
	2. The Contractor shall abide by the Commonwealth’s Information Technology Policies (https://www.oa.pa.gov/Policies/Pages/itp.aspx) that are applicable to the products and services provided, as set forth within the responsibilities section of each ITP.
	3. The Contractor shall comply with all pertinent federal and state regulations and laws, including but not limited to, data protections, data security, privacy, and data breach notification.
	F. Closeout
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	DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES ADDENDUM TO
	IT CONTRACT TERMS AND CONDITIONS
	C. CONFIDENTIALITY
	D. INFORMATION
	E. CERTIFICATION AND LICENSING
	F. PROGRAM SERVICES
	G. CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICE LAWS
	H. PRO-CHILDREN ACT
	1. The Contractor shall comply with Public Law 103–227, Title X, Part C, also known as the Pro–Children Act of 1994 (“Act”), 20 U.S.C. § 7183, which imposes restrictions on smoking in facilities where certain federally-funded children’s services are p...
	I. MEDICARE/MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENT
	J. PROPERTY AND SUPPLIES
	K. DISASTERS
	L. COVENANT AGAINST CONTINGENT FEES
	M. CONTRACTOR’S CONFLICT OF INTEREST
	N. INTEREST OF THE COMMONWEALTH AND OTHERS
	O. TUBERCULOSIS CONTROL
	P. CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITY TO EMPLOY DHS CLIENTS
	1. If Contractor was required to submit a Contractor Partnership Program (“CPP”) Submittal with its bid, quote, application, or proposal, the Contractor’s CPP Submittal and the CPP requirements set forth in the solicitation become part of the Contract...
	2. Contractor shall, within 10 days of receiving the Effective Date of the Contract, register in the Commonwealth Workforce Development System (CWDS).
	3. As specified in the solicitation, Contractor shall submit Quarterly Employment Reports to the Office of Income Maintenance Central Office of Employment and Training, CPP Division. On a quarterly basis, Contractor shall provide information on the us...
	4. If Contractor is non-compliant, the CPP Division will contact the Contract Administrator to request corrective action.
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