Pennsylvania Department of Corrections
General Search Procedures for Vehicles

Every vehicle will be searched prior to the vehicle being permitted to enter or depart the facility compound. This search will include all compartments, under the hood, and other areas where contraband or persons could be concealed. 

1. All individuals are subject to search upon entrance or egress from a state facility or at any time while on state property owned by the Department of Corrections.
2. All persons and their possessions (every package, purse, briefcase) entering the facility is subject to search with a fixed or hand-held metal detector and drug interdiction equipment.
3. Any individual refusing to be searched shall be denied entrance to the facility. If criminal activity is suspected, the Pennsylvania State Police (PSP) shall be contacted. Further actions shall be taken at the direction of the PSP.

4. The following methods of search techniques may be utilized:

	SUBJECT
	Search Technique
	Frequency
	Application
	Violation Remedy

	Others (Contractors)
	· Electronic Drug Detection Equipment

· Search by staff
	· Anytime
	· Random

· Routine 

· Suspicion
	· Confiscation of items

· Denial of access

· Referral to P.S.P.

	Vehicles
	· Electronic Drug Detection Equipment

· K-9 Team

· Search by Staff
	· Anytime
	· Investigation

· Random

· Routine 

· Suspicion
	· Confiscation of items

· Investigation

· Referral to P.S.P.


Items not permitted within State Institution compounds/perimeters.  

· Glass (mugs, stained glass ornaments, mirrors, etc.)

· Prescription Medication (If needed to be kept on person such as nitroglycerin tablets, you must have a written statement from your healthcare provider.)

· Drug Paraphernalia (self explanatory)

· Cutting tools (razor blades, band cutters, pliers, bolt cutters, side cutters, tin snips, etc.)

· Cameras

· Recording Devices

· Cellular Phones

· Pager

· Blackberry Device

· Laptop Computers

· Handheld G.P.S.

· Large Amounts of Money (normally exceeding $100.00)

· Shovels

· Breaker Bars (Tire Bars)

· Tire Chains, unless mounted on the tires during inclement weather.

NOTE:  Above listing is not all-inclusive of items that may be considered contraband by the facility you are delivering to.

If the vehicle is equipped with a sleeper cab you can expect this area to be thoroughly searched by staff and at random Drug Interdiction K-9 Teams.

