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SOLICITATION ADDENDUM

	Date:
	5/6/2024

	Subject:
	Tax Counsel Services RFP

	Solicitation Number:
	OGC-2024-07

	Due Date/Time:
	May 14, 2024 @ 4:00 PM EST

	Addendum Number:
	1




To All Suppliers:

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania defines a solicitation “Addendum” as an addition to or amendment of the original terms, conditions, specifications, or instructions of a procurement solicitation (e.g., Invitation for Bids or Request for Proposals). 

The Issuing Office received the following questions regarding the above-referenced RFP and provides the following responses.  

Q.1.  Is it required that the law firm be a PA law firm, or have an office in PA?

A.1.  It is not required that the firm be a PA firm, nor is it required that they have an office in PA.

Q.2.  Is it required that the attorney primarily responsible for the engagement have at least 5 years of public pension plan experience or is it sufficient to have a minimum of 5 years’ experience working with tax qualified plans.

A.2.  Due to the unique nature of public pension plans, we would insist that the attorney have 5 years of public plan experience. 

Q.3. Based on the description of services set forth in the RFP, it is our understanding that the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System (PMRS) is looking for qualified tax counsel to provide legal advice on federal tax and benefits issues and international tax matters related to PMRS’ investments on an as needed basis. Although neither we, nor any of the attorneys at our firm, are licensed to practice law in Pennsylvania, the rules governing practice before the IRS are published in 31 CFR Subtitle A, Part 10 and released digitally as Treasury Department Circular No. 230 (IRS.gov/Tax-Professionals/Circular-230-Tax-Professionals).
 
a. Pursuant to Circular 230, as tax counsel, we are authorized to do any the following:

i. Communicate with the IRS on behalf of a taxpayer regarding the taxpayer's rights, privileges, or liabilities under laws and regulations administered by the IRS.
ii. Represent a taxpayer at conferences, hearings, or meetings with the IRS.
iii. Prepare, file, or submit documents, or advise on the preparation, filing or 
submission of documents, including tax returns, determination letters, VCP filings, private letter rulings and to communicate with the IRS on behalf of a taxpayer.
iv. Provide a client with written and verbal tax advice on one or more Federal tax 
matters.
 
Could PMRS please confirm that the tax services requested by PMRS will not go beyond those set forth above?

A.3.  It is confirmed that the scope of services will not go beyond what is listed.  Also confirmed that PMRS counsel will consult with them regarding any Pennsylvania state or local laws.

Q.4.  Should we be retained by PMRS as tax counsel, could we please revise Section 23 of the Service Contract, regarding Indemnity?

A.4.  In order to be selected for award, a firm must be willing to accept the contract terms and conditions as written.

If you asked a question, and do not see your question listed, please let me know right away so we can get you a response as soon as possible

Except as clarified and amended by this Addendum, the terms, conditions, specifications, and instructions of the solicitation and any previous solicitation addenda, remain as originally written.

Respectfully,

Name: 	Mrs. Jordan M. Kiessling	
Title: 	Issuing Officer
Phone: 	717-787-9349
Email:  	jkiessling@pa.gov 
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