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SOLICITATION ADDENDUM

	Date:
	2/27/2024

	Subject:
	General Litigation & Emergency Counsel RFP

	Solicitation Number:
	OGC-2024-02

	Due Date/Time:
	February 28, 2024 @ 4:00 PM EST

	Addendum Number:
	2




To All Suppliers:

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania defines a solicitation “Addendum” as an addition to or amendment of the original terms, conditions, specifications, or instructions of a procurement solicitation (e.g., Invitation for Bids or Request for Proposals). 

The Issuing Office received the following questions regarding the above-referenced RFP and provides the following responses.  

Q.1.  In looking through the current, approved DGS-Supplier Search list on the Department’s website, I could not find any identified Veteran Business Enterprises to reach out to as a subcontractor for this engagement. I looked up all legal businesses under the UNSPSC Code 80120000  (Legal Services) and went onto any available websites to actively look. If you know of any firms or companies that are approved for the VBE status that would be suitable for support of this engagement, I would appreciate your letting me know who they are. If there are none, would also appreciate knowing that so we can properly fill out the required forms to be included with our submission.

A.1.  The commonwealth ran a vendor list in the PA DGS Supplier Search Database using commodity code 80120000 – Legal Services for DGS-verified VBE.  The search returned 7 vendors.  Please see attached supplier export list named “VBE Vendors 80120000 legal services”.   Please review VBE- 1 “INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE SMALL DIVERSE BUSINESS (SDB) PARTICIPATION SUBMITTAL AND SDB UTILIZATION SCHEDULE”.
 
Offerors may choose to seek a waiver from the goal consistent with the Guidance set forth in VBE-4 “Guidance on the GFE” and complete SDB-5 All Forms/VBE-5 All forms “Good Faith Efforts Documentation.”

Q.2.  We have encountered situations in the past where we have a quick turnaround time which made engaging the SDB and VBE partners difficult.  Additionally, we have had the SBD and VBE partners turn down participation for matters due to a conflict.  If selected for this panel, can you share how these situations should be handled moving forward?

A.2.  The subcontractor agreement between the prime and the subcontractors should spell out the expectations and duties of the subcontractors, which could include response times and potential conflicts of interest.

Q.3.  Do we need to submit these forms (Appendix G – SBD Participation Summary, Appendix H – VBE Participation Sheet) for the general litigation RFP? 

A.3.  There are no letters of commitment required for this RFP.  However, if you plan on meeting the participation goals, you must complete the SDB-3/VBE-3 and the SDB-3.1/VBE-3.1, if applicable.  If you are seeking a waiver of the participation goals, you must submit the good faith efforts documentation found in SDB-5/VBE-5.  Please review the instructions at SDB-1/VBE-1, and review SDB-4/VBE-4 for guidance on good faith efforts.

If you asked a question, and do not see your question listed, please let me know right away so we can get you a response as soon as possible

Except as clarified and amended by this Addendum, the terms, conditions, specifications, and instructions of the solicitation and any previous solicitation addenda, remain as originally written.

Respectfully,

Name: 	Mrs. Jordan M. Kiessling	
Title: 	Issuing Officer
Phone: 	717-787-9349
Email:  	jkiessling@pa.gov 
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