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ALGEBRA I
The current implementation plan has moved the first administration forward, such that the first scheduled core administration is now spring 2011 with a standalone field test in November 2010. The standalone field test must yield enough items to construct two operational forms – spring 2011 (with embedded field test items) and winter 2011 (without embedded field test items). Subsequently the field test items embedded in the spring 2011 operational forms—and beyond—will also need to yield enough items for the following year’s four administrations (spring, summer, winter, and a possible breach). In addition, the spring 2011 operational forms will also include the re-field testing of those items preliminarily selected for use on the winter 2011 core form. The following serves as the PDE/QRT-approved plan for Algebra I.  
The Algebra I Keystone Exams will consist of two modules as outlined below.
Module 1—Operations and Linear Equations & Inequalities 
Module 2—Linear Functions and Data Organization

Algebra I Module Design
	Algebra I
	Module 1
% of points
	Module 2
% of points

	
	50%
18 Eligible Content
	50%
15 Eligible Content


The Algebra I Keystone Exams will measure the Algebra I Assessment Anchors as defined by the Eligible Content and will be aligned to the Concepts and Competencies.  
	Module 1—Operations and Linear Equations & Inequalities
	
	Module 2—Linear Functions and Data Organization

	Core MC items	
	18 points
	
	Core MC items	
	18 points

	3 core 4 pt.-CR items
	12 points
	
	3 core 4 pt.-CR items
	12 points

	Total	
	30 points
	
	Total	
	30 points

	There will be a total of 60 points (Module 1 and Module 2 combined) with approximately 60% MC items and 40% CR items. 


Algebra I Constructed Response Items (CR Plan)
Two varieties of constructed response items will be included in the Keystone mathematics exams: Scaffolding Completion Items and Extended Scaffolding Completion Items. Both types of items will be scored on a 0–4-point scale. The Keystone will lend itself to both paper/pencil and online formats. 
Scaffolding Completion Items are items that elicit two to four distinct responses from a student. When administered online, the responses are electronically entered by the student (keyboard responses) and are typically very objective and concise [e.g., 5 gallons; vertex at (5, 11); y = 3x + 9.] A designated answer space/box is provided in the item. Generally, no extemporaneous text/explanation/work will be required. To the greatest extent possible, automated scoring will be used to determine the point value of responses. When applicable, Inferred Partial Credit rubrics’ and scoring guides will be used to award partial credit to qualifying responses. 
Extended Scaffolding Completion Items often require that students entirely or in part respond with extemporaneous text/explanation/work to at least part of the item (e.g., Show all of your work, Explain why the curve is not a parabola, What is the error in Jill’s reasoning?) When administered online, responses can be typed by the student, but scoring will not be automated. Item-specific scoring guides will be used by readers to award credit, including partial credit, for responses. 
The operational plan is provided in the chart below.
Algebra I Module Plan (no. of items)
	Algebra I
	Module 1
	Module 2
	Algebra I Total
	Estimated Time
(Module 1 and Module 2)

	
	50%
	50%
	100%
	Core Only
	Field Test Only
	Core & Field Test

	
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	
	
	

	Core
	18
	3
	18
	3
	36
	6
	114 minutes 
	35 minutes
	149 minutes

	FT
	5
	1
	5
	1
	10
	2
	
	
	

	Core Points
	60%
	40%
	60%
	40%
	60%
	40%
	
	
	

	
	Total
	46
	8
	



Algebra I Field Test Plan
The fall 2010 field test will consist of 46 MC field test items and 8 CR field test items per field test form. The field test is designed to yield enough items to construct the following operational forms: spring 2011 and winter 2011. The following tables summarize the Algebra I Field Test Design. A common field test link will also be included in each standalone field test form in 2010. 

2010 Algebra I Fall Standalone Field Test Plan per Form
	Algebra I
	Module
	Field Test Items per Form
	Common Items Repeated Across the 4 Forms
	Total No. of Items per FT Form (Repeated Common Items + Unique Items)
	Total No. of FT Forms

	
	
	Unique MC Items
	Unique CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	

	
	1
	18
	3
	5
	1
	23
	4
	4

	
	2
	18
	3
	5
	1
	23
	4
	

	
	Total
	36
	6
	10
	2
	46
	8
	



2010 Algebra I Fall Standalone Field Test Plan per 4 Forms 
	Algebra I
	Module
	Field Test Items per 4 Forms
	Common Items Repeated Across the 4 FT Forms
	Total No. of Items per 4 FT Forms (Repeated Common Items + Unique Items)

	
	
	Unique MC Items
	Unique CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items

	
	1
	72
	12
	5
	1
	77
	13

	
	2
	72
	12
	5
	1
	77
	13

	
	Total
	144
	24
	10
	2
	154
	26



For 2011, the embedded field test (in spring) is designed to yield enough items to construct the following operational forms: spring 2012, summer 2012, winter 2012, and a possible breach form for 2012. In addition, the 2011 spring test will include items selected for use on the 2011 winter operational core. These items will be embedded as additional field test items in the spring 2011 administration.

2011 Algebra I Operational per Form (Spring)
	Algebra I
	Module
	Core per Form
	Field Test per Form
	Total per Form

	
	
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	Core & FT MC Items
	Core & FT CR Items
	Forms

	
	1
	18
	3
	5
	1
	23
	4
	24

	
	2
	18
	3
	5
	1
	23
	4
	

	
	Total
	36
	6
	10
	2
	46
	8
	



2011 Algebra I Operational per 24 Forms (Spring) 
	Algebra I
	Module
	Core per 24 Forms
	Field Test per 24 Forms*
	Total per 24 Forms

	
	
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	Core & FT MC Items 
	Core & FT CR Items

	
	1
	18
	3
	120
	24
	276
	54

	
	2
	18
	3
	120
	24
	
	

	
	Total
	36
	6
	240
	48
	
	


*Includes 2011 winter operational core embedded in general field test positions (equal to 4 forms).

2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Algebra I Operational per Form (Spring)
	Algebra I
	Module
	Core per Form
	Field Test per Form
	Total per Form

	
	
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	Core & FT MC Items
	Core & FT CR Items
	Forms

	
	1
	18
	3
	5
	1
	23
	4
	20

	
	2
	18
	3
	5
	1
	23
	4
	

	
	Total
	36
	6
	10
	2
	46
	8
	



2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Algebra I Operational per 20 Forms (Spring) 
	Algebra I
	Module
	Core per 20 Forms
	Field Test per 20 Forms
	Total per 20 Forms

	
	
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	Core & FT MC Items 
	Core & FT CR Items

	
	1
	18
	3
	100
	20
	236
	46

	
	2
	18
	3
	100
	20
	
	

	
	Total
	36
	6
	200
	40
	
	



The core for each of the assessments in years 2013 and beyond will include approximately 50% of the core items from the operational test administered two years prior. For example, the core items in the 2013 test will include approximately 50% of the items in the 2011 core. The core items in the 2014 test will include approximately 50% of the items in the 2012 core. The RFP/proposal does not allow for core items to be used in consecutive years. 
Algebra I Test Book and Answer Book Section Layout
· Algebra I Timing Key: 1pt MC = 1.5 min; 4pt CR = 10 min
· Item sequencing is self-contained within a module. (Sequence numbers restart at “1” for Module 2.)
· Text for multiple-choice items, answer options, and any stimulus materials associated with the multiple-choice items or answer options will appear in the test book. Answer bubbles, text for constructed-response items, and associated response space will appear in the answer book.
· Within an Algebra I module, the sequencing of items will follow this pattern: 
	1st. 	
	Approximately half of the multiple choice items

	2nd. 
	Half of the constructed response items

	3rd. 
	Remaining half of the multiple choice items

	4th. 
	Remaining constructed response items


· Within the 2010 Algebra I Stand-alone Field Test, common field test links will appear in the relative middle of each module.
· The location of the field test items within the 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 administrations is TBD. 
· The estimated testing time for Algebra I is approximately 150 minutes or approximately 170 minutes for the entire administration time.

2010 Algebra I Fall Standalone Field Test Section Layout Plan
	Algebra I
	Module
	Number of MC
	 Estimated MC Item Breakdown
	Number of CR
	Estimated CR Item Breakdown
	Testing
Time
	Administration Time

	
	1
	23
	 18—Unique Field Test Items 
 5—Common Items   
	4
	 3—Unique Field Test Items 
 1—Common Items   
	75
	85

	
	2
	23
	 18—Unique Field Test Items 
 5—Common Items   
	4
	 3—Unique Field Test Items 
 1—Common Items   
	75
	85







2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Algebra I Section Layout Plan


	Algebra I
	Module
	Number of MC
	 Estimated MC Item Breakdown
	Number of CR
	Estimated CR Item Breakdown
	Testing
Time
	Administration Time

	
	1
	23
	 18—Common (Core) Items 
 5—Embedded Field Test Items   
	4
	 3—Common (Core) Items 
 1—Embedded Field Test Items   
	75
	85

	
	2
	23
	 18—Common (Core) Items 
 5—Embedded Field Test Items   
	4
	 3—Common (Core) Items 
 1—Embedded Field Test Items   
	75
	85






BIOLOGY
The current implementation plan has moved the first administration forward, such that the first scheduled core administration is now spring 2011 with a standalone field test in November 2010. The standalone field test must yield enough items to construct two operational forms – spring 2011 (with embedded field test items) and winter 2011 (without embedded field test items). Subsequently the field test items embedded in the spring 2011 operational forms—and beyond—will also need to yield enough items for the following year’s four administrations (spring, summer, winter, and a possible breach). In addition, the spring 2011 operational forms will also include the re-field testing of those items preliminarily selected for use on the winter 2011 core form. The following serves as the PDE/QRT-approved plan for Biology.  
The Biology Keystone Exams will consist of two modules as outlined below.
Module 1—Cells and Cell Processes
Module 2—Continuity and Unity of Life

Biology Module Design
	Biology
	Module 1
% of points
	Module 2
% of points

	
	50%
16 Eligible Content
	50%
22 Eligible Content


The Biology Keystone Exams will measure the Biology Assessment Anchors as defined by the Eligible Content and will be aligned to the Concepts and Competencies.  
	Module 1—Cells and Cell Processes
	
	Module 2—Continuity and Unity of Life

	Core MC items	
	24 points
	
	Core MC items	
	24 points

	3 core 3 pt.-CR items
	9 points
	
	3 core 3 pt.-CR items
	9 points

	Total	
	33 points
	
	Total	
	33 points

	There will be a total of 66 points (Module 1 and Module 2 combined) with approximately 73% MC items and 27% CR items. Each CR item will be scored on a 0–3-point scale. Each CR item will consist of a stem. The student will key enter the answer in narrative format (online) or write the answer in the space provided in the answer booklet. In addition, some online CR items may also use tools such as graphing functions.


The operational plan is provided in the chart below.
Biology Module Plan (no. of items)
	Biology
	Module 1
	Module 2
	Biology Total
	Estimated Time
(Module 1 and Module 2)

	
	50%
	50%
	100%
	Core Only
	Field Test Only
	Core & Field Test

	
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	
	
	

	Core
	24
	3
	24
	3
	48
	6
	108 minutes
	36 minutes
	144 minutes

	FT
	8
	1
	8
	1
	16
	2
	
	
	

	Core Points
	73%
	27%
	73%
	27%
	73%
	27%
	
	
	

	
	Total
	64
	8
	





Biology Field Test Plan
The fall 2010 field test will consist of 64 MC field test items and 8 CR field test items per field test form. The field test is designed to yield enough items to construct the following operational forms: spring 2011 and winter 2011. The following tables summarize the Biology Field Test Design. A common field test link will also be included in each standalone field test form in 2010. 


2010 Biology Fall Standalone Field Test Plan per Form
	Biology
	Module
	Field Test Items per Form
	Common Items Repeated Across the 4 Forms
	Total No. of Items per FT Form (Repeated Common Items + Unique Items)
	Total No. of FT Forms

	
	
	Unique MC Items
	Unique CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	

	
	1
	24
	3
	8
	1
	32
	4
	4

	
	2
	24
	3
	8
	1
	32
	4
	

	
	Total
	48
	6
	16
	2
	64
	8
	





2010 Biology Fall Standalone Field Test Plan per 4 Forms 
	Biology
	Module
	Field Test Items per 4 Forms
	Common Items Repeated Across the 4 FT Forms
	Total No. of Items per 4 FT Forms (Repeated Common Items + Unique Items)

	
	
	Unique MC Items
	Unique CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items

	
	1
	96
	12
	8
	1
	104
	13

	
	2
	96
	12
	8
	1
	104
	13

	
	Total
	192
	24
	16
	2
	208
	26



For 2011, the embedded field test (in spring) is designed to yield enough items to construct the following operational forms: spring 2012, summer 2012, winter 2012, and a possible breach form for 2012. In addition, the 2011 spring test will include items selected for use on the 2011 winter operational core. These items will be embedded as additional field test items in the spring 2011 administration.

2011 Biology Operational per Form (Spring)
	Biology
	Module
	Core per Form
	Field Test per Form
	Total per Form

	
	
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	Core & FT MC Items
	Core & FT CR Items
	Forms

	
	1
	24
	3
	8
	1
	32
	4
	28

	
	2
	24
	3
	8
	1
	32
	4
	

	
	Total
	48
	6
	16
	2
	64
	8
	



2011 Biology Operational per 28 Forms (Spring) 
	Biology
	Module
	Core per 28 Forms
	Field Test per 28 Forms*
	Total per 28 Forms

	
	
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	Core & FT MC Items 
	Core & FT CR Items

	
	1
	24
	3
	224
	28
	496
	62

	
	2
	24
	3
	224
	28
	
	

	
	Total
	48
	6
	448
	56
	
	


*Includes 2011 winter operational core embedded in general field test positions (equal to 3 forms). 


2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Biology Operational per Form (Spring)
	Biology
	Module
	Core per Form
	Field Test per Form
	Total per Form

	
	
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	Core & FT MC Items
	Core & FT CR Items
	Forms

	
	1
	24
	3
	8
	1
	32
	4
	20

	
	2
	24
	3
	8
	1
	32
	4
	

	
	Total
	48
	6
	16
	2
	64
	8
	




2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Biology Operational per 20 Forms (Spring) 
	Biology
	Module
	Core per 20 Forms
	Field Test per 20 Forms
	Total per 20 Forms

	
	
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	Core & FT MC Items 
	Core & FT CR Items

	
	1
	24
	3
	160
	20
	368
	46

	
	2
	24
	3
	160
	20
	
	

	
	Total
	48
	6
	320
	40
	
	



The core for each of the assessments in years 2013 and beyond will include approximately 50% of the core items from the operational test administered two years prior. For example, the core items in the 2013 test will include approximately 50% of the items in the 2011 core. The core items in the 2014 test will include approximately 50% of the items in the 2012 core. The RFP/proposal does not allow for core items to be used in consecutive years.
Biology Test Book and Answer Book Section Layout
· Biology Timing Key: 1pt MC = 1.25 min; 3pt CR = 8 min
· Item sequencing is self-contained within a module. (Sequence numbers restart at “1” for Module 2.)
· Text for multiple-choice items, answer options, and any stimulus materials associated with the multiple-choice items or answer options will appear in the test book. Answer bubbles, text for constructed-response items, and associated response space will appear in the answer book.
· Within a Biology module, the sequencing of items will follow this pattern: 
	1st. 	
	Approximately half of the multiple choice items

	2nd. 
	Half of the constructed response items

	3rd. 
	Remaining half of the multiple choice items

	4th. 
	Remaining constructed response items


· Within the 2010 Biology Stand-alone Field Test, common field test links will appear in the relative middle of each module.
· The location of the field test items within the 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 administrations is TBD. 
· The estimated testing time for Biology is approximately 145 minutes or approximately 165 minutes for the entire administration time.

2010 Biology Fall Standalone Field Test Section Layout Plan
	Biology
	Module
	Number of MC
	 Estimated MC Item Breakdown
	Number of CR
	Estimated CR Item Breakdown
	Testing
Time
	Administration Time

	
	1
	32
	 24—Unique Field Test Items 
 8—Common Items   
	4
	 3—Unique Field Test Items 
 1—Common Items   
	72
	82

	
	2
	32
	 24—Unique Field Test Items 
 8—Common Items   
	4
	 3—Unique Field Test Items 
 1—Common Items   
	72
	82



2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Biology Section Layout Plan
	Biology
	Module
	Number of MC
	 Estimated MC Item Breakdown
	Number of CR
	Estimated CR Item Breakdown
	Testing
Time
	Administration Time

	
	1
	32
	 24—Common (Core) Items 
 8—Embedded Field Test Items   
	4
	 3—Common (Core) Items 
 1—Embedded Field Test Items   
	72
	82

	
	2
	32
	 24—Common (Core) Items 
 8—Embedded Field Test Items   
	4
	 3—Common (Core) Items 
 1—Embedded Field Test Items   
	72
	82



LITERATURE
The current implementation plan has moved the first administration forward, such that the first scheduled core administration is now spring 2011 with a standalone field test in November 2010. The standalone field test must yield enough items to construct two operational forms —spring 2011 (with embedded field test items) and winter 2011 (without embedded field test items). Subsequently the field test passages and items embedded in the spring 2011 operational forms—and beyond—will also need to yield enough items for the following year’s four administrations (spring, summer, winter, and a possible breach). In addition, the spring 2011 operational forms will also include the re-field testing of those items preliminarily selected for use on the winter 2011 core form. The following serves as the PDE/QRT-approved plan for Literature.  
The Literature Keystone Exams will consist of two modules as outlined below.
Module 1—Fiction Literature
Module 2—Nonfiction Literature

Literature Genre & Module Design
	Literature
	Module 1
Fiction Literature
% of points
	Module 2 
Nonfiction Literature
% of points
	Module 1 Genre
% of Passages 
Fiction Literature
	Module 2 Genre
% Passages
Nonfiction Literature

	
	50%
25 Eligible Content
	50%
31 Eligible Content
	50%
	50%


The Literature Keystone Exams will measure the Literature Assessment Anchors as defined by the Eligible Content and will be aligned to the concepts and competencies.  
Module 1—Fiction Literature:			Module 2—Nonfiction Literature:
Core MC items		17		 		Core MC items		17
	3 core 3 pt.-CR items 	  9				3 core 3 pt.-CR items 	  9 
	Total			26 points			Total 			26 points
There will be a total of 52 points (Module 1 and Module 2 combined), with approximately 65% MC and 35% CR. Each CR item will be scored on a 0–3-point scale. Each CR will consist of a stem. The student will key enter the answer in narrative format (online) or write the answer in the space provided in the answer booklet. The operational plan is provided in the chart below.
Literature Module Plan
	Literature
	Module 1
	Module 2
	Literature Total
	Estimated Time
(Module 1 and Module 2)

	
	50%
	50%
	100%
	Core Only
	Field Test Only
	Core & Field Test

	
	Passages
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	Passages
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	Passages
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	
	
	

	Core
	2
	17
	3
	2
	17
	3
	4
	34
	6
	104 minutes
	42 minutes
	146 minutes

	FT
	1
	6
	1
	1
	6
	1
	2
	12
	2
	
	
	

	
	Core Points
	65%
	35%
	Core Points
	65%
	35%
	Core Points
	65%
	35%
	
	
	

	
	Total
	6
	46
	8
	





Literature Field Test Plan
The fall 2010 field test will consist of 6 passages per field test form with 36 MC field test items and 6 CR field test items per field test form. The field test is designed to yield enough items to construct the following operational forms: spring 2011 and winter 2011. The following tables summarize the Literature Field Test Design. A common field test link will also be included in each standalone field test form in 2010. 

2010 Literature Fall Standalone Field Test Plan per Form
	Literature
	Module
	Field Test Items per FT Form
	Common Items Repeated Across the 8 FT Form
	Total No. of Items per FT Form (Repeated Common Items + Unique Items)
	Passages Per FT Form
	Total No. of FT Forms

	
	
	Unique MC Items
	Unique CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	Unique FT Only
	Common
Only
	Total
	

	
	1
	*12
(2 pass.)
	2
(1 per pass.)
	**6
(1 pass.)
	1
(1 per pass.)
	*18
	3
	2
	1
	3
	**8

	
	2
	*12
(2 pass.)
	2
(1 per pass.)
	**6
(1 pass.)
	1
(1 per pass.)
	*18
	3
	2
	1
	3
	

	
	Total
	24
	4
	12
	2
	36
	6
	4
	2
	6
	

	*Each passage will appear in two field test forms (6 MC items on one form and 6 MC items on the other form = 12 MC field test items per passage; approximately 10 MC items will be unique). In addition, each passage will have two unique CR items (one on one form and one on the other form = two unique CR field test items per passage). Each field test form is designed to mirror the spring operational form (number of passages).
** Two passages (one for each module) will be common across the 8 forms. 



2010 Literature Fall Standalone Field Test Plan per 8 Forms 
	Literature
	Module
	Field Test Items per 8 Forms
	Common Items Across the 8 Forms
	Total No. of Items per 8 FT Forms (Repeated Common Items + Unique Items)
	Passages per 8 FT Forms

	
	
	Unique MC Items
	Unique CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	Unique FT Only
	Common Only
	Total

	
	1
	96
(8 pass.)
	16
(2 per pass.)
	6
(1 pass.)
	1
(1 per pass.)
	102
	17
	8
	1
	9

	
	2
	96
(8 pass.)
	16
(2 per pass.)
	6
(1 pass.)
	1
(1 per pass.)
	102
	17
	8
	1
	9

	
	Total
	192
	32
	12
	2
	204
	34
	16
	2
	*18

	*The 8 Field Test Forms will contain 8 unique fiction passages and 8 unique nonfiction passages. Note: the 9th passage in each module is the common passage that appears across the 8 forms of that particular module.



For 2011, the embedded field test (in spring) is designed to yield enough items and passages to construct the following operational forms: spring 2012, summer 2012, winter 2012, and a possible breach form for 2012. In addition, the 2011 spring test will include items and passages selected for use on the 2011 winter operational core. These items and passages will be embedded as additional field test items in the spring 2011 administration.

2011 Literature Operational per Form (Spring)
	Literature
	Module
	Core per Form
	Field Test per Form
	Total per Form

	
	
	Passages
	MC Items
	CR Items
	Passages
	MC Items
	CR Items
	Core & FT MC Items
	Core & FT CR Items
	Core & FT Passages
	Forms

	
	1
	2
	17
	*3
	1
	6
	1
	23
	4
	3
	***24

	
	2
	2
	17
	**3
	1
	6
	1 
	23
	4
	3
	

	
	Total
	4
	34
	6
	2
	12
	2
	46
	8
	6
	

	*For Module 1, one core passage has two CR and one core passage has one CR.
**For Module 2, one core passage has two CR and one core passage has one CR.
***The 24 operational forms will contain 10 unique fiction literature FT passages and 10 unique nonfiction literature FT passages.








2011 Literature Operational per 24 Forms (Spring) 
	Literature
	Module
	Core per 24 Forms
	Field Test per 24 Forms*
	Total per 24 Forms

	
	
	Passages
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	Passages
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	Core & FT Items 
	Core & FT Passages

	
	1
	2
	17
	**3
	12
	144 MC
	24 CR
	322 MC
54 CR
	28
(4 core & 24 FT)

	
	2
	2
	17
	***3
	12
	144 MC
	24 CR
	
	

	
	Total
	4
	34
	6
	24
	288 MC
	48 CR
	
	

	*Includes 2011 winter operational core embedded in general field test positions (equal to 4 forms). 
**For Module 1, one core passage has two CR and one core passage has one CR.
***For Module 2, one core passage has two CR and one core passage has one CR.



2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Literature Operational per Form (Spring)
	Literature
	Module
	Core per Form
	Field Test per Form
	Total per Form

	
	
	Passages
	MC Items
	CR Items
	Passages
	MC Items
	CR Items
	Core & FT MC Items
	Core & FT CR Items
	Core & FT Passages
	Forms

	
	1
	2
	17
	*3
	1
	6
	1
	23
	4
	3
	***20

	
	2
	2
	17
	**3
	1
	6
	1 
	23
	4
	3
	

	
	Total
	4
	34
	6
	2
	12
	2
	46
	8
	6
	

	*For Module 1, one core passage has two CR and one core passage has one CR.
**For Module 2, one core passage has two CR and one core passage has one CR.
***The 20 operational forms will contain 10 unique fiction literature FT passages and 10 unique nonfiction literature FT passages.



2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Literature Operational per 20 Forms (Spring) 
	Literature
	Module
	Core per 20 Forms
	Field Test per 20 Forms
	Total per 20 Forms

	
	
	Passages
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	Passages
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	Core & FT Items 
	Core & FT Passages

	
	1
	2
	17
	*3
	10
	120 MC
	20 CR
	274 MC
46 CR
	24
(4 core & 20 FT)

	
	2
	2
	17
	**3
	10
	120 MC
	20 CR
	
	

	
	Total
	4
	34
	6
	20
	240 MC
	40 CR
	
	

	*For Module 1, one core passage has two CR and one core passage has one CR.
**For Module 2, one core passage has two CR and one core passage has one CR.



The core for each of the assessments in years 2013 and beyond will include approximately 50% of the core items from the operational test administered two years prior. For example, the core items in the 2013 test will include approximately 50% of the items in the 2011 core. The core items in the 2014 test will include approximately 50% of the items in the 2012 core. The RFP/proposal does not allow for core items to be used in consecutive years.


Literature Test Book and Answer Book Section Layout
· Literature Timing Key: 1pt MC = 1 min; 3pt CR = 5 min; One Passage = 10 min
· Item sequencing is self-contained within a module. (Sequence numbers restart at “1” for Module 2.)
· Text for multiple-choice items, answer options, and passages will appear in the test book. Answer bubbles, text for constructed-response items, and associated response space will appear in the answer book.
· Within a Literature module, the sequencing of items will follow this pattern: 
	1st. 	
	Stimulus Passage X

	2nd. 
	Multiple choice items associated with Passage X

	3rd. 
	Constructed response items associated with Passage X

	4th. 
	Stimulus Passage Y

	5th. 
	Multiple choice items associated with Passage Y

	6th. 
	Constructed response items associated with Passage Y

	7th. 
	Stimulus Passage Z

	8th. 
	Multiple choice items associated with Passage Z

	9th. 
	Constructed response items associated with Passage Z


· Within the 2010 Literature Stand-alone Field Test, common field test links will appear in the relative middle of each module.
· The location of the field test items within the 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 administrations is TBD. 
· The estimated testing time for Literature in 2010 is approximately 126 minutes or approximately 146 minutes for the entire administration time.
· The estimated testing time for Literature in 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 is approximately 146 minutes or approximately 166 minutes for the entire administration time.


2010 Literature Fall Standalone Field Test Section Layout Plan
	Literature
	Module
	Number of MC
	 Estimated MC Item Breakdown
	Number of CR
	Estimated CR Item Breakdown
	Testing
Time
	Administration Time

	
	1
	18
	 12—Unique Field Test Items 
 6—Common Items   
	3
	 2—Unique Field Test Items 
 1—Common Items   
	63
	73

	
	2
	18
	 12—Unique Field Test Items 
 6—Common Items   
	3
	 2—Unique Field Test Items 
 1—Common Items   
	63
	73



2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Literature Section Layout Plan
	Literature
	Module
	Number of MC
	 Estimated MC Item Breakdown
	Number of CR
	Estimated CR Item Breakdown
	Testing
Time
	Administration Time

	
	1
	23
	 17—Common (Core) Items 
 6—Embedded Field Test Items   
	4
	 3—Common (Core) Items 
 1—Embedded Field Test Items   
	73
	83

	
	2
	23
	 17—Common (Core) Items 
 6—Embedded Field Test Items   
	4
	 3—Common (Core) Items 
 1—Embedded Field Test Items   
	73
	83


CIVICS AND GOVERNMENT
The current implementation plan has the first core administration scheduled for spring 2016 (post contract) with a standalone field test in spring 2015. The standalone field test must yield enough items to construct two operational forms – spring 2016 (with embedded field test items) and winter 2016 (without embedded field test items). Subsequently the field test items embedded in the spring 2016 operational forms—and beyond—will also need to yield enough items for the following year’s four administrations (spring, summer, winter, and a possible breach). In addition, the spring 2016 operational forms will also include the re-field testing of those items preliminarily selected for use on the winter 2016 core form. The following serves as the PDE/QRT-approved plan for Civics and Government.  
The Civics and Government Keystone Exams will consist of two modules as outlined below.
Module 1—Government: Forms and Functions
Module 2—Citizenship in Modern Democracies

Civics and Government Module Design
	Civics and Government
	Module 1
% of points
	Module 2
% of points

	
	50%
27 Eligible Content
	50%
24 Eligible Content



The Civics and Government Keystone Exams will measure the Civics and Government Assessment Anchors as defined by the Eligible Content.  
	Module 1—Government: Forms and Functions
	
	Module 2—Citizenship in Modern Democracies

	Core MC items	
	24 points
	
	Core MC items	
	24 points

	2 core 4 pt.-CR items
	8 points
	
	2 core 4 pt.-CR items
	8 points

	Total	
	32 points
	
	Total	
	32 points

	There will be a total of 64 points (Module 1 and Module 2 combined) with approximately 75% MC items and 25% CR items. Each CR item will be scored on a 0–4-point scale. Each CR item will consist of a stem. The student will key enter the answer in narrative format (online) or write the answer in the space provided in the answer booklet. In addition, some online CR items may also use tools such as mapping or timeline functions.


The operational plan is provided in the chart below.
Civics and Government Module Plan (no. of items)
	Civics and Government
	Module 1
	Module 2
	Civics and Government Total
	Estimated Time
(Module 1 and Module 2)

	
	50%
	50%
	100%
	Core Only
	Field Test Only
	Core & Field Test

	
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	
	
	

	Core
	24
	2
	24
	2
	48
	4
	92 minutes
	36 minutes
	128 minutes

	FT
	8
	1
	8
	1
	16
	2
	
	
	

	Core Points
	75%
	25%
	75%
	25%
	75%
	25%
	
	
	

	
	Total
	64
	6
	





Civics and Government Field Test Plan
The spring 2015 field test will consist of 64 MC field test items and 6 CR field test items per field test form. The field test is designed to yield enough items to construct the following operational forms: spring 2016 and winter 2016. The following tables summarize the Civics and Government Field Test Design. A common field test link will also be included in each standalone field test form in 2015. 

2015 Civics and Government Spring Standalone Field Test Plan per Form
	Civics and Government
	Module
	Field Test Items per Form
	Common Items Repeated Across the 4 Forms
	Total No. of Items per FT Form (Repeated Common Items + Unique Items)
	Total No. of FT Forms

	
	
	Unique MC Items
	Unique CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	

	
	1
	24
	2
	8
	1
	32
	3
	4

	
	2
	24
	2
	8
	1
	32
	3
	

	
	Total
	48
	4
	16
	2
	64
	6
	





2015 Civics and Government Spring Standalone Field Test Plan per 4 Forms 
	Civics and Government
	Module
	Field Test Items per 4 Forms
	Common Items Repeated Across the 4 FT Forms
	Total No. of Items per 4 FT Forms (Repeated Common Items + Unique Items)

	
	
	Unique MC Items
	Unique CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items

	
	1
	96
	8
	8
	1
	104
	9

	
	2
	96
	8
	8
	1
	104
	9

	
	Total
	192
	16
	16
	2
	208
	18



For 2016 (post contract), the embedded field test (in spring) is designed to yield enough items to construct the following operational forms: spring 2017, summer 2017, winter 2017, and a possible breach form for 2017. In addition, the 2016 spring test will include items selected for use on the 2016 winter operational core. These items will be embedded as additional field test items in the spring 2016 administration.




2016 Civics and Government Operational per Form (Spring)
	Civics and Government
	Module
	Core per Form
	Field Test per Form
	Total per Form

	
	
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	Core & FT MC Items
	Core & FT CR Items
	Forms

	
	1
	24
	2
	8
	1
	32
	3
	28

	
	2
	24
	2
	8
	1
	32
	3
	

	
	Total
	48
	4
	16
	2
	64
	6
	






2016 Civics and Government Operational per 28 Forms (Spring) 
	Civics and Government
	Module
	Core per 28 Forms
	Field Test per 28 Forms*
	Total per 28 Forms

	
	
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	Core & FT MC Items 
	Core & FT CR Items

	
	1
	24
	2
	224
	28
	496
	60

	
	2
	24
	2
	224
	28
	
	

	
	Total
	48
	4
	448
	56
	
	


*Includes 2016 winter operational core embedded in general field test positions (equal to 3 forms). 


2017 (and beyond) Civics and Government Operational per Form (Spring)
	Civics and Government
	Module
	Core per Form
	Field Test per Form
	Total per Form

	
	
	MC Items
	CR Items
	MC Items
	CR Items
	Core & FT MC Items
	Core & FT CR Items
	Forms

	
	1
	24
	2
	8
	1
	32
	3
	20

	
	2
	24
	2
	8
	1
	32
	3
	

	
	Total
	48
	4
	16
	2
	64
	6
	



2017 (and beyond) Civics and Government Operational per 20 Forms (Spring) 
	Civics and Government
	Module
	Core per 20 Forms
	Field Test per 20 Forms
	Total per 20 Forms

	
	
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	MC Items
	CR Items 
	Core & FT MC Items 
	Core & FT CR Items

	
	1
	24
	2
	160
	20
	368
	44

	
	2
	24
	2
	160
	20
	
	

	
	Total
	48
	4
	320
	40
	
	



The core for each of the assessments in years 2018 and beyond will include approximately 50% of the core items from the operational test administered two years prior. For example, the core items in the 2018 test will include approximately 50% of the items in the 2016 core. The core items in the 2019 test will include approximately 50% of the items in the 2017 core. The RFP/proposal does not allow for core items to be used in consecutive years.
Civics and Government Test Book and Answer Book Section Layout
· Civics and Government Timing Key: 1pt MC = 1.25 min; 4pt CR = 8 min
· Item sequencing is self-contained within a module. (Sequence numbers restart at “1” for Module 2.)
· Text for multiple-choice items, answer options, and any stimulus materials associated with the multiple-choice items or answer options will appear in the test book. Answer bubbles, text for constructed-response items, and associated response space will appear in the answer book.
· Within a Civics and Government module, the sequencing of items will follow this pattern: 
	1st. 	
	Approximately half of the multiple choice items

	2nd. 
	Half of the constructed response items

	3rd. 
	Remaining half of the multiple choice items

	4th. 
	Remaining constructed response items


· Within the 2015 Civics and Government Stand-alone Field Test, common field test links will appear in the relative middle of each module.
· The location of the field test items within the 2016 operational is TBD. 
· The estimated testing time for Civics and Government is approximately 128 minutes or approximately 148 minutes for the entire administration time.



2015 Civics and Government Spring Standalone Field Test Section Layout Plan
	Civics and Government
	Module
	Number of MC
	 Estimated MC Item Breakdown
	Number of CR
	Estimated CR Item Breakdown
	Testing
Time
	Administration Time

	
	1
	32
	 24—Unique Field Test Items 
 8—Common Items   
	3
	 2—Unique Field Test Items 
 1—Common Items   
	64
	74

	
	2
	32
	 24—Unique Field Test Items 
 8—Common Items   
	3
	 2—Unique Field Test Items 
 1—Common Items   
	64
	74



2016 (and beyond) Civics and Government Section Layout Plan
	Civics and Government
	Module
	Number of MC
	 Estimated MC Item Breakdown
	Number of CR
	Estimated CR Item Breakdown
	Testing
Time
	Administration Time

	
	1
	32
	 24—Common (Core) Items 
 8—Embedded Field Test Items   
	3
	 2—Common (Core) Items 
 1—Embedded Field Test Items   
	64
	74

	
	2
	32
	 24—Common (Core) Items 
 8—Embedded Field Test Items   
	3
	 2—Common (Core) Items 
 1—Embedded Field Test Items   
	64
	74


ENGLISH COMPOSITION
The current implementation plan has moved the first administration to winter 2011 with a standalone field test in spring 2011. The standalone field test must yield enough prompts to construct all operational forms from winter 2011 through 2015. The standalone field test may be augmented with embedded field testing to yield enough multiple-choice items to construct all operational forms from winter 2011 through 2015. The following serves as the PDE/QRT-approved plan for English Composition.  
The English Composition Keystone Exams will consist of two modules as outlined below.
Module 1—Exposition
Module 2—Persuasion

English Composition Genre & Module Design
	English Composition
	Module 1
% of points
	Module 2
% of points

	
	50%
17 Eligible Content
	50%
17 Eligible Content



The English Composition Keystone Exams will measure the English Composition Assessment Anchors as defined by the Eligible Content and will be aligned to the concepts and competencies. 
	 Module 1—Exposition
	Raw
	Weighted
	
	Module 2—Persuasion
	Raw
	Weighted

	Core MC items	
	6 points
	6 points
	
	Core MC items	
	6 points
	6 points

	1 Prompt
	
	
	
	1 Prompt
	
	

	· Conventions
	4 points
	4 points
	
	· Conventions
	4 points
	4 points

	· Mode
	4 points
	20 points
	
	· Mode
	4 points
	20 points

	Total	
	30 points
	
	Total	
	30 points


There will be a total of 60 points (Module 1 and Module 2 combined), with approximately 20% MC and 80% Prompt-based. Each prompt will consist of a stem, and each prompt will be scored on a 0–4-point scale for conventions and a 0–4-point scale for mode. Each mode score will be weighted by five, for a maximum weighted mode score of 20 points per prompt. The student will key enter the answer in narrative format (online) or write the answer in the space provided in the answer booklet. The operational plan is provided in the chart below.
English Composition Module Plan
	English Composition
	Module 1
	Module 2
	English Composition Total
	Estimated Time
(Module 1 and Module 2)

	
	50%
	50%
	100%
	MC Core Only
	MC FT Only
	Prompts Only
	Core & Field Test

	
	MC Items
	Prompts
	MC Items
	Prompts
	MC Items
	Prompts
	
	
	
	

	Core
	6
	1
	6
	1
	12
	2
	21 minutes
	11 Minutes
	100 minutes
	132 minutes

	FT
	3
	0
	3
	0
	6
	0
	
	
	
	

	Core Points
	20%
	80%
	20%
	80%
	20%
	80%
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	18
	2
	




English Composition Field Test Plan
The spring 2011 field test will consist of 2 prompts per field test form along with 18 MC field test items per field test form. The field test is designed to yield enough prompts to construct one operational form in 2011 (winter) and four operational forms per year (spring, summer, winter, and a possible breach) for 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015. The standalone field test may be augmented with embedded field testing to yield enough multiple-choice items to construct all operational forms from winter 2011 through 2015. The following tables summarize the English Composition Field Test Design. A common field test link will also be included in each standalone field test form in 2011. 

2011 English Composition Spring Standalone Field Test Plan per Form
	English Composition
	Module
	Field Test Items per FT Form
	Common FT Items Repeated Across All FT Form
	Total No. of Items per FT Form (Repeated Common FT Items + Unique FT Items)
	Total No. of FT Forms

	
	
	Prompts
	Unique MC Items
	Prompts
	MC Items
	Prompts
	MC Items
	

	
	1
	1
	3
	0
	6
	1
	9
	30

	
	2
	1
	3
	0
	6
	1
	9
	

	
	Total
	2
	6
	0
	12
	2
	18
	



2011 English Composition Spring Standalone Field Test Plan per 30 Forms 
	English Composition
	Module
	Field Test Items per 30 Forms
	Common FT Items Across the 30 Forms
	Total No. of Items per 30 FT Forms (Repeated Common FT Items + Unique FT Items)

	
	
	Unique Prompts
	MC Items
	 Prompts
	MC Items
	Prompts
	Unique MC Items

	
	1
	30
	90
	0
	6
	30
	96

	
	2
	30
	90
	0
	6
	30
	96

	
	Total
	60
	180
	0
	12
	60
	192



2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 English Composition Operational per Form
	English Composition
	Module
	Core per Form
	Field Test per Form
	Total per Form

	
	
	Prompts
	MC Items
	Prompts
	MC Items
	Prompts
	MC Items
	Forms

	
	1
	1
	6
	0
	3
	1
	9
	1

	
	2
	1
	6
	0
	3
	1
	9
	

	
	Total
	2
	12
	0
	6
	2
	18
	



The core for each of the assessments in years 2014 and beyond may include approximately 50% of the core items from the operational test administered two years prior. For example, the core items in the 2014 test may include approximately 50% of the items in the 2012 core. The core items in the 2015 test may include approximately 50% of the items in the 2013 core. The RFP/proposal does not allow for core items to be used in consecutive years. 
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Geometry Operational per 1 Form (Spring)* 
	English Composition
	Module
	Core per Form
	Field Test per Form
	Total per Form

	
	
	Prompts
	MC Items
	Prompts
	MC Items
	Core & FT Prompts
	Core & FT MC Items

	
	1
	1
	6
	0
	3
	2
	18

	
	2
	1
	6
	0
	3
	
	

	
	Total
	2
	12
	0
	6
	
	


* Field Test slots are reserved within the form design to allow for the option of adding multiple-choice field test items to future spring administrations.
English Composition Section Layout
· English Composition Timing Key: 1pt MC = 1.75 min; Prompt = 50 min
· Item sequencing is self-contained within a module. (Sequence numbers restart at “1” for Module 2.)
· Multiple-choice items, answer options, answer bubbles, stimulus material, prompts, and response space are contained within the English Composition Book. 
· Within an English Composition module, multiple-choice items precede the prompt. 
· Within the 2011 English Composition Stand-alone Field Test, common field test links will appear just prior to the prompt within each module.
· The estimated testing time for English Composition is approximately 132 minutes or approximately 152 minutes for the entire administration time.

2011 English Composition Spring Standalone Field Test Section Layout Plan
	English Composition
	Module
	Number of MC
	 Estimated MC Item Breakdown
	Number of CR
	Estimated Prompt Breakdown
	Testing
Time
	Administration Time

	
	1
	9
	 3—Field Test Items 
 6—Common FT Items   
	1
	 1—Field Test Items 
	66
	76

	
	2
	9
	 3—Field Test Items 
 6—Common FT Items   
	1
	 1—Field Test Items 
	66
	76








2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 English Composition Section Layout Plan
	English Composition
	Module
	Number of MC
	 Estimated MC Item Breakdown
	Number of CR
	Estimated Prompt Breakdown
	Testing
Time
	Administration Time

	
	1
	9
	 6—Common (Core) Items
 3—Field Test Items 
	1
	 1—Common (Core) Items 
	66
	76

	
	2
	9
	 6—Common (Core) Items
 3—Field Test Items 
	1
	 1—Common (Core) Items 
	66
	76



