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To All Suppliers:

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania defines a solicitation “Addendum” as an addition to or amendment of the original terms, conditions, specifications, or instructions of a procurement solicitation (e.g., Invitation for Bids or Request for Proposals), including but not limited to questions and answers, which are considered a material part of the solicitation. 

Please see the following updates:

Addendum #1 does the following: 

1. Vendor Question: Regarding solicitation 6100065308, I am requesting clarification on the responsibilities outline in the SOW, specifically Sections Q,R,S, as they appear to conflict.
 
Section Q states:
"If the defined work location includes area(s) where utility lines are in PennDOT highway right-of-way, the awarded Contractor will be required to provide contract service inside of the standard minimum approach distances, in accordance with current OSHA regulations."
 
Section R defines the OSHA Regulation for tree trimming inside the minimum approach distance 
 
Section S states:
"Energized Utility Line Tree Trimming: When hazardous trees are growing near energized utility lines, the Contractor shall notify the responsible Utility Company and PennDOT Project Manager. Once the trees have been trimmed by the utility owner to the minimum safe clearance, perform remaining tree trimming work in accordance with current ANSI and OSHA guidelines."
 
 
Who is responsible for trimming trees within PennDOT's defined work location that are growing within the minimum approach distance of an energized utility line?
 
Section Q appears to indicate that the PennDOT contractor is responsible for work within the minimum approach distance, while Section S indicates that the utility company is responsible for trimming to minimum safe clearance prior to the contractor performing remaining work.
Any clarification you can provide would be greatly appreciated.

Department Answer: 
We are looking for qualified line-clearance tree trimmers, two employees per contract complement, so that the crew is able to work within 10 feet of energized utility lines (which is the minimum safe distance for an unqualified employee according to OSHA).  However if a tree is within the minimum approach distance for a qualified employee according to OSHA (which can range from 1 foot to 22 feet depending on the voltage of the line), we will contact the utility first to clear this area first before we proceed.  Documentation of compliance with the OSHA regulations is required according to Section R.


2. Vendor Question: Tax Liability

Department Answer: See attachment - Offset Provisions
	
3.  Vendor Question: Subcontracting

Department Answer: See attachment Terms and Conditions
V.31 CONTRACT-025.1 Assignability and Subcontracting (Oct 2013)
b. The Contractor shall not subcontract with any person or entity to perform all or any part of the work to be performed under this Contract without the prior written consent of the Contracting Officer, which consent may be withheld at the sole and absolute discretion of the Contracting Officer.

4. Added Attachment: DOMESTIC WORKFORCE UTILIZATION CERTIFICATION:  
The Contractor must download, complete in its entirety, and return as part of their response to the Invitation for Bid. 

 
Except as clarified and amended by this Addendum, the terms, conditions, specifications, and instructions of the solicitation and any previous Addendum(s), remain as originally written.

Regards,
Bonnie Sirianni /s/	


Bonnie Sirianni
Issuing Officer
PA Department of Transportation engineering District 12-0
PO Box 459. | Uniontown, PA 15401
Phone: 724-415-3519 | Fax:  724-439-7434
www.penndot.gov
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