


SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR THE “LAST RESORT” CUTTING PROJECT

S.G.L. # 036

1) ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

a) All contractors, subcontractors and consultants of the Buyer must be pre-approved by the Commission.  The Commission reserves the right to reject any subcontractor at its sole discretion. If Contractor enters into any subcontract(s) not previously approved by the Commission, the Commission shall have the right to require the Contractor to terminate such contracts.

b) Operator must comply with the erosion and sedimentation control plan for the area. 
1. A completed plan will be provided to the successful bidder

c) All project activity, (felling, skidding, & trucking), is restricted to the defined sale area.

d) Except for seasonally opened gates, , PGC gates are to be kept closed and locked except when the contractor is present on the site.  Repeated failure to close gates will be penalized.
  
e) If site conditions in the project area (for felling, skidding, or trucking) or the use of the haul road become wet and/or muddy in the opinion of the Regional Forester or his designee, all phases of the job will be suspended until working conditions are judged favorable.

f) An underground natural gas pipeline runs along parts of both blocks 1 and 3. Access to blocks 1 and 3 can happen without crossing the pipeline. If an operator wants to cross the pipeline with heavy equipment, they will need to contact Williams Northeast Gathering and Processing to review their options. Brian Hale Manager Land Department Office: 607-251-3125

g) Buyer is not guaranteed exclusive use of the haul roads for this project.
1. Buyer is not guaranteed exclusive use of the haul roads for this timber sale. Hauling restrictions may be implemented at the discretion of the Regional Forester or his designee to avoid excessive damage to haul roads under joint use.
a. There is ongoing Oil and Gas development in or near the timber harvest area.  There is a need to coordinate with the Oil and Gas companies that are working near the timber harvest and using PA Game Commission roadways.

h) No tops or slash shall be left on any drainage ditch leading from a water culvert, water bar, intercepting dip or break in berm of road.

i) All tops will be pulled back 25 feet from State Game Lands boundary lines, utility right-of-way, dam, pond, lake, stream, spring seep, herbaceous opening, deer deterrent fence, trail, building, road, parking lot and scattered so as to not form a windrow. 

j) Whole tree chipping is permitted as specified in paragraph (2). 

k) No on-site sales of firewood to the general public is allowed.


2) US / STATE / LOCAL ROADS

a) Contractor will be responsible for all permits and bonds on both state and township roads.

b) Haul road entrances are off T-368 Cahill Road.

c) Contact Overton Township roadmaster at (570) 924-4633 for information pertaining to Heavy Road Use Permit.  


3) GAME LAND ROADS TO BUILD / IMPROVE

a) [bookmark: _Hlk67581114]Currently PGC roads are in a condition that sustains travel by low clearance 2-wheel drive vehicles.  The operator will be required to maintain PGC roads in an as-is-or-better condition throughout the contract period.  Any damage incurred by timber harvest activity will be repaired immediately. If stone is required to repair damage, in the opinion of the Regional Forester the operator will be required to provide and apply the appropriate type and amount of stone as directed by the Regional Forester to meet this requirement. This stone will be in addition to the stone specified in. Required Stone and will be purchased and spread by the Buyer at his own expense 
  
b) Erosion and Sedimentation control structures will be in place and operable. 
1. All Erosion and Sediment control structures will be in place and maintained throughout the duration of the contract. 

c) The road contractor will notify the Regional Forester or his designee three days prior to final grading of roads and/or landings.  

d) There are existing culverts along the hauling route.  These culverts are to be maintained in good working condition throughout the hauling operation.  
1. Any culvert pipes that are damaged by the operator will be repaired or replaced by the operator at the operator’s expense.  The operator will remove and properly dispose of all culverts that are replaced.  

2. [bookmark: _Hlk70339606]Proper headwalls and endwalls as specified in 4) g) 3. will be installed on all culverts that are replaced.     

e) A road grader or a bulldozer with a six-way blade will be required for final grading of existing road only. The operator will crown, ditch, and stone rake all existing roads used to a minimum 12' running surface or to the roadway original width, whichever is wider.  Ditches and other drainage structures must be opened and re-established where needed.  The road must also be crowned to drain all water into the ditches and culverts.  All piles of surface side cast shall be graded level by feathering it back into the road berms and/or road surface during final grading.  Road berms will be graded to a mowable contour.


4) LANDINGS

1. All landing locations will be chosen by the operator but must be approved by the Regional Forester or his designee.  

1. Landing areas will be ½ acre or less in size.   

1. The driveways for the landings for blocks 2 and 3 will require a minimum use driveway permit from Overton Township. 

1. Parking lots and herbaceous openings cannot be used for log landings.

d) Immediately following the completion of its usage, all landings will be graded, leveled, cleared of debris, stone raked sufficiently for use as mowed fields, and seeded according to specifications outlined in Section 7 below.

e) Stumps, stones, wood chips and other debris on the edges of all landing areas used will be moved off the landing area and spread out into the surrounding woods.


5) SKIDDING

a) Skid trail locations will be approved by the Regional Forester or his designee.  

b) No skidding across small drainages will be permitted without the use of approved crossing structures.  

c) No skidding or use of forwarders is permitted on the haul road.  

d) Wet areas should be avoided when skidding and any treetops which are felled into small wet areas should be left in the water rather than pulling them out.

e) If skid trails are to sit idle for one month or more, they are to have water bars added.

f) Main skid trails are to be leveled, open and have water bars added at the conclusion of the harvesting.


6) SEEDING OF ROADWAYS AND LANDINGS

a) [bookmark: _Hlk69300938][bookmark: _Hlk69300981]Following completion of logging operations in any individual block, The Operator must seed at his expense the disturbed areas associated with all haul roads, all log landings, all bulldozed skid trails where cutting has been completed.   

b) All landings used, as well as all other disturbed areas along game land roads are to be leveled, cleared of rocks and debris, stone raked and seeded according to the following:

[bookmark: _Hlk7182034]  5 lbs. per acre of White Dutch clover (inoculated)
50 lbs. per acre of Oats (spring)
50 lbs. per acre of Wheat (fall)
       
A minimum of 3 acre is to be seeded at the conclusion of the sale.

c) Seeding will include ditch lines and all disturbed areas.

d) Spring planting may be performed Until June 15th.  
1. If any seeding is performed outside of the seeding dates, a guaranteed catch of seeding must be obtained to the satisfaction of the Regional Forester or his designee.  

e) Regional Forester or his designee is to be notified a minimum of three days prior to the application of seed.

f) All bulldozed skid trails are to be seeded with wheat or oats depending on the time of seeding. 

g) Guaranteed catch of cover must be obtained to the satisfaction of the Regional Forester or his designee before the bond will be released.


7) SAFETY AND LOGGER TRAINING 

a) The Buyer, his employees and sub-contractors are expected to perform all logging operations in a safe manner as required by applicable laws and regulations. The Commission expects the Buyer to ensure that logging crewmembers dress in protective attire, and perform their duties with equipment, in accordance with standards established by the logging industry and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).

b) The PGC recommends that logging crews working on State Game Lands be trained in safe logging techniques and sound environmental logging practices though a formal training program such as the one provided by the Pennsylvania Sustainable Forestry Initiative or another similar course.    


8) PNDI RECOMMENDATIONS

a) A PNDI review was performed on 5-6-2021. 


9) MISCELLANEOUS

a) The contractor will provide weight slips for stone and receipts for all stone and seed to the Regional Forester.

b) If possible, the operators will clean all equipment and vehicles thoroughly to remove invasive plant species from being transported from other sites.  

c) Violation of contract provisions by the operator may subject the operator or its employees or contractors to fine based on Title 58 regulations.


10) PA RIGHT TO KNOW PROVISIONS

a) The Pennsylvania Right-to-Know Law, 65 P.S. §§ 67.101-3104, applies to this contract. 

b) Unless the Contractor provides the Commonwealth, in writing, with the name and contact information of another person, the agency shall notify the Contractor using the Contractor information provided by the Contractor in SRM [or “the legal contact information provided in this contract’] if the agency needs the Contractor’s assistance in any matter arising out of the Right to Know Law (“RTKL”). The Contractor shall notify the agency in writing of any change in the name or the contact information within a reasonable time prior to the change. 

c) Upon notification from the Commonwealth that the Commonwealth requires the Contractor’s assistance in responding to a RTKL request for records in the Contractor’s possession, the Contractor shall provide the Commonwealth, within fourteen (14) calendar days after receipt of such notification, access to, and copies of, any document or information in the Contractor’s possession which arises out of the contract that the Commonwealth requests (“Requested Information”) and provided such other assistance as the Commonwealth may request in order to comply with the RTKL. If the Contractor fails to provide the Requested Information within fourteen (14) calendar days after receipt of such request, the Contractor shall indemnify and hold the Commonwealth harmless for any damages, penalties, detriment or harm that the Commonwealth may incur as a result of the Contractor’s failure, including any statutory damages assessed against the Commonwealth. 

d) The Commonwealth’s determination as to whether the Requested Information is a public record is dispositive of the question as between the parties. Contractor agrees not to challenge the Commonwealth’s decision to deem the Requested Information a Public Record. If the Contractor considers the Requested Information to include a request for a Trade Secret or Confidential Proprietary Information, as those terms are defined by the RTKL, the Contractor will immediately notify the Commonwealth, and will provide a written statement signed by a representative of the Contractor explaining why the requested material is exempt from public disclosure under the RTKL within seven (7) calendar days of receiving the request. If, upon review of the Contractor’s written statement, the Commonwealth still decides to provide the Requested Information, Contractor will not challenge or in any way hold the Commonwealth liable for such a decision. 

e) The Commonwealth will reimburse the Contractor for any costs associated with complying with this provision only to the extent allowed under the fee schedule established by the Office of Open Records or as otherwise provided by the RTKL if the fee schedule is inapplicable. 

f) Contractor agrees to abide by any decision to release a record to the public made by the Office of Open Records, or by the Pennsylvania Courts. The Contractor agrees to waive all rights or remedies that may be available to it as a result of the Commonwealth’s disclosure of Requested Information pursuant to the RTKL. Contractor’s duties relating to the RTKL are continuing duties that survive the expiration of this contract and shall continue as long as the Contractor has Requested Information in it possession.  

 
